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THE FOUR-WAY TEST 
 

1. Is it the TRUTH? 
2. Is it FAIR to all concerned? 
3. Will it build GOOD WILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?  
4. Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned? 

  

      Macedon Veteran's Memorial, Canal Park Entering Erie Canal Lock #29 at Palmyra, NY 

Palmyra Macedon Rotary Website: www.palmyramacedonrotary.org  
Rotary District 7120 Website: www.rotary7120.org  

Rotary International Website: www.rotary.org  
 

 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

ROTARY/LIONS JOINT DINNER 4/22/09 - Nearly one hundred Pal-Mac Rotarians, Lions, spouses 
and guests attended the annual joint dinner meeting  
of the two service organizations, held at Micelli's in  
Macedon on Wednesday evening, April 22. Following  
dinner, Lions member Don Dantz  
introduced the evening's speaker,  
Ashley “Ash” Johnston, a diplomat 
 currently serving on the staff of the  
New Zealand Embassy in Washington, DC. 
 The speaker was no stranger to 
 many in the audience, who remembered  
him from his days as a Rotary Exchange  
Student at Pal-Mac High School in 1983-84.  
His first host family during his visit was that of Ruth and Don Dantz and their children, Chris, Tim 
and Maureen. He later moved on to stay with hosts Roger and Marie Butler of Macedon, and Larry 
and Gail Mooney in Palmyra. 
 During his introductory remarks, Don recalled that “Ash” was a member of the Pal-Mac 
track team and one member of the boy's 4x400 Relay Team, whose school record for that event still 
stands to this day.   
 Following his return to his native New Zealand in 1984, the speaker graduated from college in 
Christ Church, NZ and married his high school sweetheart, Harriett, in 1987. The couple now 
resides in Bethesda, Maryland, with their two children, Katie, a sixth grader, and Chris, who is in 
high school. Ash has maintained contact with many of his friends in this area, and his career in 
government service has afforded him several opportunities to visit his former host family in 
Palmyra. 
 The speaker reminisced on his year as a student at Pal-Mac, and spoke about the impact that 
being a Rotary Exchange Student has had in his life. It was his first time away from home, he 
recalled, and he was amazed at the differences in food, environment, school and culture that he 
found here. He had attended an all boy’s school in New Zealand, so “girls in the classroom were a 
new experience!”  Even the language took some getting used to, he said!  
 He contrasted his experience in the early Eighties with that of Exchange Students today. Back 
then, it took about ten days for mail to go one way, and international phone service was extremely 
expensive, so his contact with his parents was limited. Today, students on a foreign exchange “are 
much more connected” through email, cell phones, Facebook and Skype, he noted. 
 As he concluded his remarks, “Ash”  
stated that he had really appreciated all the  
support he received from Rotarians during  
his year in our midst. And, he was glad to meet, 
 Diego, our current Exchange Student, and see  
first hand that the spirit of international friends hip  
continues. 
 
 
GSE TEAM FROM BRAZIL– 4/29/09 
 
 Pat VerPlank introduced GSE Team Leader Thales Correa Braga Lobo, a member of the 
Rotary Club of Santa Maria in Brazil's District 4660. 

Connie Sullivan  
United Way  

 

 
   Ash Johnston with Don Dantz 

                    Diego, Don and Ash 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Missing in Action 
 

4/29/09 - G. Bassage, M. Brooks, E. Chapman, K. Clement, M. Clement, M. Courtney, T. Cox, B. 
Culver, N. Farrell, C. Ford, R. Kommer, R. Leopard, A. Morrell, J. McGovern, A. Pechler, M. 
Rutkowski, N. Schrader, D. Sloan, B. Sloan, C. Surline, L. Vecchiotti.  
 

FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS 
The pressing need for both communities is for donations of paper goods – paper towels, napkins, toilet 
paper – as well as laundry soap and dish detergent. Please continue to be generous each week! 
 

We paused in prayer for Margaret Brooks and all in her family, as they mourn the recent passing 
of Margaret's son, Allan, Jr. 
   Pat VerPlank asked us to pray for a safe return to Brazil for members of the GSE Team from 
District 4660. 

 

Thoughts and Prayers  

A Rotarian for the past five and one-half years, he is a civil servant with the Social Security 
Agency's Attorney's office. Thales opened the evening's program  
with a slide program depicting his family and scenes of his home  
city of Santa Maria.  
 The Team Leader then introduced the individual  
GSE team members who, in turn, showed slides of their  
respective families and home areas. The overall program  
provided an impression of many aspects of life in Brazil, 
including agriculture, industries, culture and tourism. 
 Team members included: 
 -- Claudia Pott Gosmann, a secretary with an industry that manufactures parts for heavy 
vehicles; 
 -- Carmen Martens Goebel, an English teacher in a private school; 
 --  Ana Leticia Meurer dos Santos, who is an English professor at a private university;  
 -- Tiago Rodrigues Barcellos, a newspaper journalist and indoor soccer team website 
manager. He is active in Rotoract and noted that District 4660 includes 13 Rotoract clubs with 
over 240 members. 
 At the conclusion of the evening's program,  
President Peter presented each team member with  
a Club banner and a “Pal-Mac Rotary” duffel bag.  
Each of the GSE team members, in turn, presented  
a banner from each of their sponsoring Rotary  
Clubs in Brazil. 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
            
   

Happy Bucks & Confessions 

4/29/09 -  
Bob Moore, Rochester Rotary, outbound GSE Team Leader to Brazil 
DGN Norma Reilly,Newark Rotary Club 
Gary Reilly, Newark Rotary Club 
AG Scott Healy, Newark Rotary Club 
Malcom O'Malley, Newark Rotary Club 
John Diesenroth, Ontario-Walworth Rotary, District Chair, GSE inbound 
Bob and Beth Williams, Rochester Rotary Club 
Rena Haigh, guest of Gary Haigh 
Bob Daly, guest of Vicky Daly 
Edie and Kyle Chapman, guests of Eric Chapman 
 

Guests & 
Visiting Rotarians 

Birthday’s and  
Anniversaries  

   Courtney Surline offered a Happy Buck for her Mom's birthday. After some  
prompting, Cindy confessed it is number 49!  
   Kim Clement also volunteered that husband, Mark, will celebrate his  
half-century mark in two weeks. 
   We sang “Happy Anniversary” to Gary and Terri Hopkins, who celebrated their 14th wedding 
anniversary. Congratulations! 
   Norma Reilly – Newark Rotary Club 
 

 

   President Peter levied a dollar fine on all Rotarians who neglected to wear their Rotary Pin for 
this occasion. 
   Bob Sloan paid a fine because wife, Dianne, will be away for six whole days. We'll be anxious to 
hear how this goes! 
   Mayor Vicky Daly offered a Happy Buck for the prospect of summerlike weather for the 
Palmyra “Bird Walk” on Saturday. 
   Eric Chapman confessed to a week in Aruba with Edie and family. 
   Pam Dean was fined the customary dollar-a-wheel for her “new used car”. 
   Roger Wilbur fined himself for taking his dinner badge home two weeks in a row. 
   Dick Kirchhoff offered a “Happy Buck” for his Ma rine grandson's recent safe return from 
Iraq. 
   Edie Chapman also had a Happy Buck for her granddaughter's first birthday on April 28. 
   Pam Dean donated two Happy Bucks because she enjoyed the two days she spent with the GSE 
Team. 
   Gary Hopkins recently returned from a vacation in Myrtle Beach, and presented President 
Peter with a banner from the Myrtle Beach Rotary Club. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Upcoming Programs and Presenters 
 

50/50 Winner 
 

May 13               (Tentative) Rebecca Hesbon – Wayne County Action Program, Inc (WPC) 
May 20      (Tentative) Olivia Gerken – District 7120 Oratorical Winner from Pal-Mac HS 
   Parkwood Heights 
May 27               (Tentative) In Honor of the Pal-Mac Wrestling Squad – Evening Meeting @ 

Parkwood Heights 
June 3                Eric Chapman (WPC) 
June 10              Bill Dean (WPC) 
June 17              Diego Barros – Youth Exchange Presentation on Mexico (WPC) 
June 24            Change Over Picnic - Gravino 
 
Please give the name of your speaker and topic to Debbie LeMoyne (986-2625 or email debbie.lemoyne@garlock.com 
ASAP.  If you are unable to find a speaker on the day that you are assigned either find a replacement or switch with 

someone.  If you are looking for topics, please contact Debbie LeMoyne.  Thank you. 
 

The evening's “50/50” drawing, to benefit the Pal-Mac food pantries, amounted to $51, won be 
Lion Bonnie Hayes.  
$18 was won by Edie Chapman and donated to “Pennies for Polio”. 
 

4/22/09 - President Peter presented Club webmaster, PDG Ralph Kommer, with the “District 
Governor's Award” for best web site in our Division,  
which was announced at the recent District Assembly  
in Waterloo. 
  Pat VerPlank reminded Rotarians that our Club will  
be hosting the GSE team from Brazil next week, with  
numerous activities scheduled. They will be formally 
 introduced at the April 29 dinner meeting at  
Parkwood Heights. 
  At the conclusion of the evening's program, Lions  
Club President Tom Beaucage presented Peter Park  
with a P-M Lions Club banner to commemorate  
another entertaining and successful joint  
celebration of fellowship. 
 
4/29/09 - President Peter reported that all four buildings of the Pal-Mac School District 
participated in the recent “Pennies for Polio” campaign, which was organized by the Interact 
Club. The event raised over $200 for Polio Plus. 
  Bob Sloan stated that two foursomes have already signed up to participate in the annual 
Camp Onseyawa Golf Tournament, to be held on Saturday, June 6.  Members interested in 
playing or becoming a sponsor should see Bob for details. 
  President Peter announced the new meeting schedule, which will continue in effect until the 
VFW reconstruction is completed. Beginning May 6, Pal-Mac Rotary will meet at Western 
Presbyterian Church at 12:05 p.m. on the first three Wednesdays of each month (four, in 
months with five Wednesdays), with lunch catered by Muddy Waters Cafe. (Note: the May 20 
meeting will be at Parkwood, due to a previous commitment by WPC.) We will continue to meet at 
Parkwood Heights in Macedon on the final Wednesday of every month. 

 

 
PDG Ralph Kommer & Pres. Peter  
with Pres. of Lions Tom Beaucage 
looking on 



 

Monday 
Bloomfield  7:30am  St. Bridget CC 
Gananda   6:00pm  Log Cabin Restaurant 
Williamson  6:15pm  American Legion 
Fairport   6:15pm  Green Lantern Inn 
Waterloo  6:30pm  Holiday Inn 
Tuesday 
Red Jacket  7:30am  Lehigh Valley Family Restaurant (Rt 96 and Rt 21) 
Clifton Springs                12:00pm  Clifton Springs Hospital Auditorium 
Ontario-Walworth 6:15pm  Ontario Firemen’s Exempt Hall 
Red Creek  6:15pm  Shella’s Pizzeria 
Sodus   6:15pm  Steger Haus 
Wednesday 
Victor-Farmington               12:00pm  Legacy Sr. Citizens Complex 
Wolcott                             12:05pm  Wolcott Elks Lodge 
Thursday 
Newark                12:05pm  Newark Quality Inn 
Canandaigua               12:15pm  Steamboat Landing 
Clyde     6:10pm  Donselaar’s 
East Rochester    6:15pm  Hawthorne’s Restaurant 
 

KEEP UP YOUR ATTENDANCE  
NEARBY CLUB MEETINGS 

The Palmyra-Macedon Rotary Club 
101 E. Main Street 
Palmyra, NY 14522 

 
Board of Directors 

Debbie LeMoyne 07-09 
Arnie Pechler 07-09 
Pat Ver Plank 07-09 

Jim Bush 08-10 
Eric Chapman 08-10 

Gary Haigh 08-10 
David Read 08-10 

Nancy Schrader 8-10 
Bob Yost 08-10 

 
 

2008 - 2009 Club Officers 
President     Peter Park 
President Elect     Dave Pray 
Vice President     Cindy Surline 
Secretary     Joan Shaffer  
Assistant Secretary    Gary Haigh 
Treasurer     Margaret Brooks 
Sergeant-at-Arms    Roger Wilbur 
Assistant Sergeant-at-Arms   Elmer VerPlank 
Past President     Anne Morrell 
R.I. President     Dong Kurn Lee 
District Governor, 7120    Mike Leone 
Assistant Governor Area 11   Norma Reilly 
 


